Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGEOI CAIRO 15136 I5II43Z 
ACTION NEA- 11 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 EB-08 DOE-15 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-11 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 PA-01 /128W 

072494 160506Z/20 

R 151116Z JUN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0365 
INEO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CONPIDENTIALCAIRO 15136 

E.O. 11652: CDS 
TAGS: ENRG, EG, IS 

SUBJ: ISRAELI EXPLORATION/PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES IN GULP 
- OP SUEZ 

1. AMOCO INPORMED US JUNE 14 THAT IT HAS OBSERVED MOVE- 
MENT OP ISRAELI JACKUP RIG IN SOUTHERN GULP OP SUEZ PAST 
PEW DAYS. RIG, WHICH WAS USED TO DRILL ORIGINAL ALMA 
DISCOVERY WELL, HAS SHIPTED NORTHWARD TO LOCATION IN 
BLOCK 407. RIG HAS NOT YET GONE INTO DRILLING CONPIGURA- 
TION; AMOCO IS WATCHING MOVEMENT CAREPULLY. 

2. AMOCO ALSO TOLD US THEY HAVE LEARNED THAT INITIAL WELL 
PRESSURE IN ALMA-ONE AND -TWO WELLS IS DECLINING AND THAT 
PRODUCTION HAS DROPPED BY AS MUCH AS 30 PER CENT. 

3. COMMENT: APPARENTLY ISRAELI PLANS INCLUDE FURTHER 
EXPLORATION IN SOUTHERN GULF OF SUEZ IN ADDITION TO CON- 
TINUING DEVELOPMENT OP ALMA PILED. EGYPTIAN REACTION TO 
ANY ISRAELI DRILLING ACTIVITY LIKELY BE NEGATIVE AND 
COULD PROMPT PURTHER APPROACH TO US ON THIS 
INCREASINGLY SENSITIVE MATTER. 
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